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LETTER
FROM

THE SECRETARY OF WAR,
TR ANSMPPTING

RECOMMENDATION REGARDING DISPOSITION OF USELESS

PAPERS.

FEBRUARY 1, 1902.—Referred to the Joint Committee on Disposition of Useless Papers
and ordered to be printed.

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, January 29, 1902.

SIR: I have the honor to invite attention to Department letter of
December 26,1900, printed as House Document No. 243, Fifty-sixth Con-
gress, second session, submitting a letter from the Adjutant-General
relating to the disposition of useless papers, and forwarding a draft of a
bill prepared by that officer amending the act approved February 15,
1889 (25 Stats., p. 672) so as to empower the heads of Executive Depart-
ments to order the disposition of such papers upon reports made by
boards of examination convened by them.
This draft was subsequently introduced by Representative Minor,

of Wisconsin, as House bill 13304, Fifty-sixth Congress, second ses-
sion, and with the slight amendment indicated on the inclosed copy
thereof conforms to the views of the War Department.
The provisions of the present law appear to be cumbersome and

have not afforded the desired relief to the War Department. In com-
pliance with its provisions reports of the existence of useless papers,
accompanied by concise statements of the condition and character of
such papers, have been made from time to time, with request for
examination of these useless papers by the joint committee provided
for by the act, but several years have elapsed since such an examina-
tion has been made. As these papers occupy much needed space, it is
believed that the enactment of the proposed law would be beneficial
to this Department, so that the accumulation of useless papers can be
promptly examined and disposed of whenever occasion requires.

Very respectfully,
ELIKU ROOT,

Secretary of War.

The SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.



2 DISPOSITION. OF USELESS PAPERS.

A BILL To provide for the disposition of useless papers in the Executive Departments.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That whenever there shall be in any one of the Executive De-
partments of the Government or in buildings under its control an accumulation of
books or papers which are not needed or useful in the transaction of the business of
such Department, and which have no permanent value or historical interest, it shall
be the duty of the head of such Department to convene a board consisting of three
chiefs of bureaus, to which shall be referred a statement of the condition and char-
acter of such books or papers, whereupon the board shall examine the books or papers
described and submit to the head of the Department a report of the result of such
examination, with their recommendation. And if the board reports that such books
or papers, or any part thereof, are not needed or useful in the transaction of the
business of such Department, and have no permanent value or historical interest, then
it shall be the duty of such head of the Department, if he approves the report of the
board, to cause the same to be destroyed or sold as waste paper and cause the pro-
ceeds thereof to be paid into the Treasury of the United States.
The act entitled "An act to authorize and provide for the disposition of useless

papers in the Executive Departments," approved February sixteenth, eighteen hun-
dred and eighty-nine, is hereby repealed.
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